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down, about two Ceet or more from the ground, he then drags them off the 
g.'ound, and bu!'DS them, or, makes, a make-fence with them; snake-fencing is a 
very simple process-tbe logs wblcb have been cut down being simply laid on 
the top of each otber in a zigzag manner, tbeir weigbt being too much for cattle 
to knock down; when the trees have heen thus got off, the land is said to be 
c1"ar, and tbe farmer in his pride at what his own hands have done calls it a 
clearing. The frost stnkes very deeply into the ground, and the thaw 
comes in tbe fr<lst leaves tbe land so loose tbat the seed only requires to 
be harrowed m. When a new seltler comes out, all the neighbours round about 
come ftnd help him to put up his log hut, which tbey generally do in a day he 
dOlDg the like for the next comer; meetings of :his sort are called "Bees.'" A 
log hut IS a very rude .building; the trees are roughly squared, and laid on the 
top of each other, the lnterstlces between the logs Being filled up witb clay; they 
do not build the walls above 8 feet in kIeight; a few rafters are then put up, and 
boarded over with shingles; a couple of small wlDdows are put in. and his house 
is ready to live in; if he has brought no furnitnre, as few Bettlers do, they 
knock a few boards together and form seats. answer the purpose as well 
as mahogany would do. A settler coming into a new country must make up 
his mind to rough it a good deal; after a year or two he will be able to build a 
proper wood hou.e, and in a few more will be, to all intents, an independent man, 
only he must work hard at first; during tbe winter months they have little to 
do beyond cutting lirewood, and attending to tbeir cattle. It snowed during part 
of our journey to-day, but was very warm i we stopped at an Inn about 11 a.m. 
to teed the horses alld refresh ourselves; we pulled out our meat and bread, got 
some beer from tbe Inn, and made a good lunch. besides replenishing the bottle i 
in about an hour we started again, all as lIvely as crickets; we commenced 
singing songs, to the great delight of our drivers, who evidently bad not been ac­
customed to mucb singing. The roads were very uneven; we were generally 
eitber toiling up a hill in slow time, or going at a gallop down the other side; 
the sleigh once set in motion would have slid over the smooth snow by its own 
impetus; nor was their wanting a little danger to enliven our journey; some­
thing would bappen to the sleigh in front, wben the one behind coming down 
like the wind, and unable to stop would r,un into it, endangering those who were 
in it; sometimes our ro"d lay along tbe edge of a precipice, with only a bank of 
loose snow to plevent us going over; in jolting over tbe ruts, some one wbo was 
not on the qui vive migbt get pitched out of the sleigh into a wreath of snow, 
amid the laughter of his comrades, whicb was greatly increased if some other one 
who hau laughed so much at the others got pitched out himself; of cosrse no one 
could get burt amongst the soft snow. The inhabitants along thlt road side 
generally turned out to bave a look at us, and give us a kind word as we paesed i 
at a bamlet called Welsbford, tbey bad got up a little bit of display; a flag was 
bung across the road, and others were put up over gateways; tbey all bore in­
scriplions; on the one across the ro.d ,was" Welcome Victoria's Heroes," and 
on the reverse side was seen, on looking back, the word "Farewell;" one old 
gentleman, who bad a fine house and comfortable looking farm, stood witb his 
servants, cheeting the men as the diifflrent sleigbs came up ; when tbe last sleigh 
had passed, he got into his own sleigh bringing up the rear of the procession, 
and accompanied us to our baiting place for tbe night; thi. was the only place 
during our journey, where tbe inhabitants attempted a display, or gave us a cheel'; 
we Will remember tbe gentleman at Welshford for a long time. We arrived at 
a place called Peters ville about 3 p.m.; our quarters was a large log hut, which 
accommodated 120 of us, the remainder going to a house balf a mile farther on ; we 
had been led to expect a bot dinner when we got in, but we were disappointed i 
it had to be cooked after our arrival; we got dinner at 8 p.m. and tea at 10 p.m. 
but most of the men were by that time asleep i there were no beds to sleep on ; tbe 
flror was covered with brancbes of the pine tree; each man had only the two 
blankets which we bad brought with us; the best plan of sleeping was to undress 
and gel into the blanket wbich was sewed up, roll the olher around, great coat 
on tbe top, the rest of tbe clothing under forming a mattra.s, and tbe k.napsack 
made a capital pillow i tbis was tbe way I slept during tbe wbole of the Journe:), ; 
once I geit mto my bag no air could get at me, and when you can exclude the air, 
you are sure to be warm. The officers had a ./liaU but to thpmselves, .but other­
wi.e tbey fared no belter tban we did; one ot the iergeants bad occasion to Bell 
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Colonel LambtoD ; he wellt into the hut, ;lnd seeing some nne cooking at the tire, 
asked it the Colonel was in; " yes," replied the individual wbo was cooking, wbo 
was no other than the Colonel himself, cooking an omelet for his own supper; 
tbey also had to sleep on feathers of tbe trees, as we did; we, as we la.yon our 
bllcks could see the ligbt through tbe top of tbe but, but althougll the Dlgbt was 
very cold we did not teel it; a couple of men were up all night to keep tbe tires 
in' tbere' wpre four stoves in tbe but; I slept middling, being now and again woke 
up'by a larger pine boug~ tban ord!nary baving got IOto tbe sl1!al: of my back, 
or a piece of wood, or prickle runnmg IOt~ my leg, wben I rl~ myself of the 
-offensive object, turn round, and sleep agalO; there wa& sometbmg so romantic 
in tbis sort of life tbat I ratber enjoyed it. 

January 3 Ist.-Got up and performed my ablutions in a clear running stream i 
had breakfast, and got into the sleighs again. The country to-day was very 
dear of trees j a great tire called the Miramsi fire, bad burnt tbe forest some 
years previously, and blackened, cbarred stumps were all that remained ofwbat 
had once been a fine forest, a fire in the forest is a terrible tbing, the long 
grass and underwood, and the trees tbemselves, are so dry tbat they burn up 
like tinder i the fire itself raises a gale of wind which helps to drive it along i 
-every house was burned up, and the inhabitants driven to take refuge in the 
rivers to preserve their lives; it was dreadfully cold, and in a few moments 
tangles of ice were hanging from the beards and mustaches of the men i the 
wind was so keen that it was impossible to bold the face toward it, and well 
wrapped up as we were, we felt tbe wind piercing through all i our feet also 
got cold, and many of the men got out and walked up the hills, jumping in 
again when we came to go down hill, /Iond so on. We passed a great many 
dearings to-day, stopping about half-way to feed the horses and get refresh­
ments; our men often remarked that no birds, not even a sparrow was to be 
seen, and the only wild animal we had seen was a rabbit.-We arrived at 
Fredericton the capital of the Province of New Brunswick; the Lieutenant 
Governor lives bere in a large handsome brick house; Fredericton is a small 
town of about 2000 inhabitants; we were lodged in a barracks here; the river 
St. John runs past the town j there was a village of Indians on tbe opposite 
side of the river, so I crossed on the ice, and paid them a visit; on the pretence 
of wanting a light for my pipe, I went into one of their huts, or wigwams as 
they call them j it was a very rude place; they use no furniture, tbey never 
sit, but squat on the ground upon buffalo skins, some sort of a bed lying in a 
corner; their women are called squaws and their babies papooses i one of their 
babies was hung up in a basket on the waIl i it was upright in the basket, 
nothing to be seen but its little ugly shaped head, for the Indian squaws squeeze 
their papooses heads whilst they are young, giving them the retreating forehead 
observable in Indians. Those Indians that I visited are civilized, and generally 
belonging to tbe Roman Catholic Church; they are very lazy, and hardly ever 
work more than one day at a time; the only occupation they take any delight in 
is hunting i their squaws do all the hard work, cultivating their clearings, 
making embroidered moccassins, and other ornamental articles i they, when 
they have a young child, may be seen working in the fields, with the papoose 
in its basket, hung on their backs by a strap passing round the forehead; their 
squaws seem to be very fond of their husbands, and are reported to be very 
faithful; a smile is hardly ever seen upon their faces; I entered into conversa­
tion w!th one who co~ld talk English; I found him very intelligent, and fond 
of talkmg about buntmg; he told me that there were plenty of wlld animals, 
bears, wol ves, raccoons, hares, rabbits, &c. &c.; there are also plenty of deer; he 
gave me a particular account of moose bunting on snow-shoes j the moose is a 
deer as large .as an ordinary sized ox, and is a very dangerous animal to hunt. 
As the snow IS, on an average, 4 feet in depth, snow-shoes must be used, where­
ever there are not beaten roads; they are about 3 feet in length and H in 
hreadth at the mid~le, tapering off to a point at both ends; they are made of 
... frame of wood With two cross-bars, filled up with a net-work of moose's skill 
on which the foot rests i the foot is fastened to them by the toe, the heel being 
left free play, the snow-shoe is dragged along rather than lifted i great care is 
requisite in walking with them; if yoli.aIlow the point to dig into the snow you 
are sure to fall upo~ ;your face, and in turning care must be taken not to tread 
AI/I. your OWI.l toes; II you do down you fall; going backwards is still more 



15 

dangerous, as you ate more liable to dig in tbe heel lind so tumble i t thanked 
my Indians for their information, which has been of use, as I have not yet had 
a tumble in the snow-shoes. I returned to barracks! found the dinner ready 
had it aud went to bed j had sound sleep on a good oed. ' 

.February lat.-Had hare-soup and. cotree for breakfast; nothiug like a good 
breakfast for tackling a long road; I forgot to mention that the first two days 
journey, were each 30 miles in length; we started at 7 a.m., noticed a church 
with a spire aud a very appropriate device on the top of it ; it was a haod 
with the lingers clinched, excepting the forefinger, which was pointing heaven­
ward; such a device as this makes a man think 01 beaven whether be will or 
not; if it had been a weathercock, I might have ooly thought which way the 
wind blew, but that linger made me thiok of what it was intended we should 
never forget. Our route to-day lay along the banlts of the river St. John; there 
was little difference in the appearance of the country, it has not the least ap­
pearance of having any great plains; notbing was to be seen but bill upon hill, 
forest upon forest, with a strip of cleared land varying from I to 4 miles in 
breadth; the men now began to tire of sitting so long in the sleighs, and great 
numbers of them were to be seen walking, or running and tumbling aloog 
behind the sleighs; some of the sleighs occasionally had no one with them but 
the driver; there was sometimes as much as 2 miles between the Iirst and last 
·sleigh; the only time that we were together was at the halting places, and at 
wells by the roadside where they watered their horses; we had a piper in our 
"sleigh to-day who gave us a tune occasionally; we would also have a song 
now and then j we arrived at our resting place for the night at 41 p.in.; we 
were lodged in the garret of a hotel called 'rilley's; we bad not room to stand 
up in it, and just enough to lie down on our backs; there was a couple of stoves 
in the place which were kept burning all night, nearly stifling us with heat and 
smoke; some of the blue noses came amongst us to-night, we chatted with, and 
"made them stare when we told them of the size and grandeur of LOiIdon j they 
had no idea that there was a larger town than Fredericton, or a greater man 
than the Governor; on looking closely at them I thought they all chewed 
tobacco, but on questioning them, found it was spruce-gum; they were all tee­
totallers j they had a very simple contented look j they sang us some of their 
country songs with evident pride; I admired the words of one, called "Mary of 
the Wild Moor ;" it was sung to a very old tune; some of our men theo obliged 
them with a stave or two, to their evident gratilication; tbey departed at a late 
hour, with great reluctance. There is not much society in the backwoods, miles 
'sometimes intervening between the houses, and such an opportunity for enjoy­
ing themselves and displaying their vocal powers, seldom occurs. Our journey 
was 35 miles in length to-day. 

February 2nd.-Sunday moruing. Started at 7 a.m.; snowed for an hour; 
the piper and I were talking about home j he was conjuring up a picture of 
breakfast in London-tea, toast and hacon, and better than all, the wife pour­
ing out the coffee, and with a smile inviting him to commence. I laugbed at 
bim and rallied him on his bome-sickness j being Sunday we could not sing 
Bongs, so we sang psalms; at the half-way-house I had some stuff they called 
coffee, paying six cents for a pint; I drank it because it was hot, and I was ~old; 
it did me a deal of good, whatever it was; they here charged most exorbItant 
prices for every thing-a mouthful of hread and cbeese cost six pence, and a glass 
of ale four pence, weaker than table beer, and thick and muddy looking; they 
were Yankees who kept the house j we met some Indians and the!r .squaws; 
they generally wore blankets and steeple bats; met a funeral, tbe mlDlster was 
in the Iirst sleigh, then the coffin followed by the relatives of the deceased j the 
women and men all wore white crape j a great many of tbe neighbors atte~ded 
to show their respect; they did not, however, wear any symbol of mournlOg ; 
I judged it to be the funeral of a young woman; it is wonderful how solemn 
tbe presence of death makes men, not a word or a whisper was heard until the 
party had passed, and for some time afterwards not a word was spoken by any 
of us; we all apparently felt tbat the place was hallowed by the presence of 
death. We arrived at Woodstock at 31 p.m.; our day's journey 32 miles; we 
were again lodged in a temporary barracks; after dinner I went out to have a 
look at the town; I met t ... o Coubtrymen ooly six montbs out; tbey wcr~ both 
carpenters, and were wotkingnt tbeir trade; I went with one of them IOto R 
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Free-Will Baptist Church j now I am generally reverent in a church, bu~ the 
m&nner in which tbey conducted tbeir devotions nearly made me laugh outrll!'bt i 
they began by one gentleman giving out a psalm j during the time he was read­
ing, another gent starts up and ~awl. out a number and the name of a ~un~ i 
they tben sang it to a ranting aIr; then one prayed, tben anotber, unbl SIX 
men had prayed, ana then, as a climax, a young lady pops on her knees and 
prayed' this young lady's prayer, wbicb I thought better and sweeter tban the 
men's finisbed tbe praying department; there was no one in tbe pulpit; after 
tbe p;aying was done, one old gentleman invited anyone to steV up and gh:e 
their "experience"; no one stepped. uP1 however, so be gave us bls own eXI!en­
ence beginning in a whisper, gettIng louder and louder as he went on unlll he 
ended in a bellow, and sat down quite exbausted. I left tbe churcb before the 
service concluded; I was quite disgusted with the exbibition j I could not call 
it a religious service. We did not leave Woodstock next day j we took a rest 
to-day but it was no rest to me, for I was on guard j Woodstock is a small vil­
lage o'nly distant 12 miles from the State of Maine. 

F;bruary 4th.-Left at 9 a.m., only six men in a sleigh; as the roads were 
getting worse, passed tbrougb several villages j walked a good denl to-day, our 
course still lying along the bank of the St. Jobn River j we arrived at the 
village of Florenceville at 3 p. m. ; travelled 25 miles to-day j lodged in the 
basement rooms of a hotel i lay again on the floor, which was only covered with 
pine-bougbs. 

February 5th.-Left Florenceville at 7 a.m.; roads very bad; still along the 
bank of tbe river, and close by tbe State of Maine j weatber clear, frosty and 
cold j no villages along the road, but plenty of clearings j saw a small animal 
resembling a squirrel, a crow, and some birds of most beautiful plumage; ar­
rived at a pretty village called Tobique ; slept on pine boughs freshly gatbered j 
day's journey, 40 miles; very tired. 

February 6th.-Nearly frost-bitten in the fingers j when I washed in tbe morn­
ing tbe iron basin stuck to my wet fingers j was obliged to run inside and rub 
my fingers. Left Tobique at s~ a.m., crossed the river Rous\ac on a very hand­
some bridge, leaving the St. John on our right j saw a large grist mill; our road 
lay for the most part tbrough a forest, saw some splendId pine-trees; arrived at 
the Grand FaUs of St. John at 2l p. m., good quarters, plenty of room, and 
pine brancbes to sleep on j had my dinner, and then went out to have a look at 
the falls j tbere is a bridge about one hundred and fifty yards below the falls, 
from which a splendid view is obtained j the river here tumbles over a rock 
seventy-four feet in perpendicular beigbt, whilst the spray rose in a misty cloud 
above it j below the grand falls it rusbes away a t the rate of forty miles an 
bour, falling seventy teet more in a few hundred yards length: after feasting 
my eyes with this truly grand aud terrific sight, I took a stroll through tbe vil­
lage, and tben went to bed-our day's journey twenty-five miles. 

February 7th.-Left Grand Falls at S a.m. ; the settlers in this part of the 
conn try are all French j we crossed tbe river on the ice to the right bank along 
which our road lay for many miles j tbe roads were very bad to-day full of ruts 
Rnd very dangerous. The pigs in this part are of 0. French breed: very lean' 
would make good hunters; they have a hump on their backs like camels; they 
are. of a dirty ~row~, or russet colour, some of them having a white ring round 
theIr body, whlcb gIve them a strange appearance; others were striped like 
tigers j tbey were the dirtiest and most di.gusting looking pigs that belong to 
th? porci?e tribe. Cr.osEed several rivulets spanned by handsome wooden 
bndges j It snowed durmg the last two hours of our journey' we passed a 
ha~dsome Fren~h Churc~, covered all over with crosses, also 'a college and 
shrme. We ar~lved at LI~tle Falls at 5. p.m., terribly tired, having been 9 hours 
on the road i LIttle Falls IS a French VIllage j we had travelled 40 miles to-day. 
We again had pine-bougbs to sleep on j numbers of the Frenchmen came to 
hear the pipers play. 

February Sth.-Left Little Falls at 7 n.m. j terribly cold to-day' tbe first 
7 miles we were neal'ly sbaken to pieces, tbe roads were so bad' the'snow had 
also drifted a good deal during the night i we crossed the boundaQ.line between 
Canada. and New Brunswick about 9 a.m. j tbe road was now broad and good' 
.noW ploughs go al?ng every day to keep. it clear, and we went along a; 
smoothly as on" r1\ll"ay, and at a greatly Increas~d speed; our road to-day 
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lay alODg ~h8 be.uk pi the Me.de.we.ska river, e.nd for 20 miles along the side of 
a le.r~e lake \lalled, Temiscoue.ta; we arrived at Fort IngaU at 5 p.m., distance .0 !DIles to-day.. There was e. be.rracks here, aD we he.d beds to sleep on for 
w~lch l wu thal)kful; through lying on the boards to long, I did not ~leep 
qwte so well e.s J expected. There are some remains of the fortifications still '0 be seen; douhtless wild red Indians intent upon scalps have assembled 
round. ~s fort in thei~ paint and feathers, but such days bave ~ow passed away; 
the. white mel! hold With a strong hand wbat was once the Indian's patrimony, 
whilst they themselves he.ve nearly disappeared from the land of their fore­
fathers. 

F~bruary 9Ih.-Left Fort IngalJ at 7 a.m., halted 12 miles from the fort, and 
agam at the 24th, where government had a log-hut, and an extra ration of 
warm tea; w,e rested here an hour; the rest of the afternoon was the culdest 
we h~d felt smce we started on Our journey j we arrived at Riviere du Loup, 
40 miles from t~e fort, at 5 ?m. ; 10 hours on the road j we again had beds to 
sleep on, our wmdows lookmg upon the river St. Lawrence which is here 2 
miles in width j the Riviere du Loup is only two days of sleigh journeying from 
the place wbere we turned back On the St. Lawrence, so you will see what a 
round about way we bad come j our sleigh journey ended here. Riviere du 
Loup is 331 miles from St. John j Riviere du Loup is the name of a river and 
village; the Grand Trunk Railway has its terminus bere; tbere were several 
large stores in this plaee; we found provisions cbeaper here than at any other 
pla~e along the road j the inhabitants are mostly French, and very civil and 
pohte. 

February IOth.-We paraded at 8 a.m.: we had about a mile to walk to the 
station, and as we bad got heavy kits, and a blanket rolled round tbe knapsack, 
we were ratber short of wind when we got to tbe station; the road was very 
steep all tbe way. The carriages were in waitiog, and we immediately took 
our seats; one carriage held sixty men j they are built on an altogather differ­
ent plan from English carriages j there are no doors in the sides of the carriages, 
but one at each end j all the carriages commuuicate with each other, they are 
seated crosswise, with a passage down the centre j two persons sit on each seat, 
other two facing them; not only can the guard and driver communicate by 
passing tbrough the carriages, but instantaneous communication can be held 
by a bell which passes through the carriages j each carriage is provided with a 
closet, drinking water, stove, and, in ordinary passenger trains, with smoking 
and sleeping carriages. There is onlv a single line of rails, and but little diffi­
culty has been experienced in making the perma.nent way; the country through 
which the railway passes is very flat, the rails are laid down at about :be same 
guage as the English Great Western Railway; the engines burn wood instead 
of coal, which necessitates their stopping very often to take in wood; we had 
two day's provisions in our haversacks; the train started at 9 a.m.-The line 
of ra.ilway from Riviere du Loup to Quebec ruos within a short distance of 
the St. Lawrence j there was a good deal of cleared land along the line of rail­
way, and numerous villages, the names of which I can only just mention­
St. Alexandre, St. Paschal, Rivier Ouelle, St. Anne, St. Roch, St. Jean, Ulslet, 
St. Thomas, St. Francis, St. Charles, Traverse Chemine De l<'ere and. Chau­
diere. We stopped at most of these places to wood or water, but nothmg was 
seen worthy of recording j we arrived at Chaudiere at 31 p.m. ; Chaudie.re 
station is about eight miles from Quebec; we had to stay here 41 hours, wait­
ing for another train j we cooked our tea wbich we had brought with us on the 
stoves in the carriages j we got very tired sitting iu the carriages doing nothillg j 
all our old songs were sl\Dg, and topics of conversation exhausted l?ng before 
the engine was again put to the carriages j many of the men were Just drop­
ping off to sleep when we again started at 8 p. m: The frost w";S very severe 
to-night and away from the stove we soon got Chilly. The carriage was full 
of smoke nearly all the way, owing to the wood having been cut too long to 
allow the stove door to be shut. We were dreadfully uncomfortable the whole 
of the night· owing to the jolting of the carriages we could not sleep, al­
though we f~1t a great inclination to do so. 

February llth.-Arrived at Richmond ~t 2 a.m.; Richmond is a large village, 
as far as I could judge in the darkness j It hu some good houses j there was 
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II line botel close to tbe station j I tried to enter iato conversation with 10m. 
of tbe people about the station, but they II:pparently coul~ onlyt~lk F~ncb. 
At 6 a.m. we arrived at the town and statIon of St. HyaclOthc, thIs appear~d 
to be a large town, plenty of fine looking bouses Rnd churcbes, with ~ll glit­
tering spires. Tbe station was very bandsomely fitted up. Between tbls place 
and Montreal there was mure of the country cleared tban any place we bad pre­
viously seen. We crossed the St. Lawrence on the Victoria Tubular Bridge j 
this bridge is the longest in the world; it bas 25 arches of immense height and 
span and with tbe abutments is more tban two miles in length; the piers are 
of im'mense size and strengtb, it must receive a severe trial to its strengtb wben 
tbe ice breaks up; in a rew more minutes we got out at the Bonaventure 
station, and marcbed througb the streets ~o tbe Victoria Barracks; the buildi~g 
is very large and handsome, accommodl1hng not only us, but also the GrenadIer 
Guards, who had arrived bere a fortnight before us. The barracks belong to 
1\ nunnery close by us; it bad, before government leased it, been intended .for 
store rooms; the rooms are of great lengtb and breadtb, ea~b accommodallng 
50 men j they are wellligbted and venlilated, and have two stoves in eacb ; . 
the windows on one side look upon the St. Lawrence, which will present 1\ 
lively scene in the summer time. 

Montleal is the largest town in Canada, its population exceeds 100,000, and 
possesses more buildings of stone and brick than any otber town in tbis 
country j tbe principal buildings (wbicb are all built of stone) are tbe French 
Cathedral, wbere 10,000 people may worship at one time, the Court House, the 
tbree principal Baoks, the Scotch Churcb, the Episcopalian Cathedral, a fine 
new building, and beautifully decorated inside j St. Patrick's Churcb Rnd tbe 
Methodist Church; McGiU College, the Jesuits' College, the General Hospital, 
Exbibition Building, Post Office, and Custom House, &c. &c. There are two 
fine markets, Bonsecours and SL. Ann's j Bonsecours is said to be tbe finest 
market in America j tbere is a large hall above the market place, where balls 
and concerts take place. The towa is lighted with gas, and some of the prin­
cipal streets are paved with stone j in the same street the pavements are found 
to be made of wood, brick and stone, from which I infer that the proprietors of 
houses pave it themselves, and with what they like. Montreal is situated on 
an island of tbe same name, 180 miles above Quebec j it is 30 miles in length 
and 10 in breadth-it is fertile and level, except one elevation just outside the 
town, called Mount Royal, from wbich the island derives its name j it is about 
600 feet in height, and is covered witb trees j there is a reservoir of water at 
the base of the mountain, from which the town is supplied. Most of the manu­
(aetDl·es in Canada are centered here, some of tbem on a very extensive scale. 
The St. Lawrence is navigable as f~r as Montreal by vessels of 2000 tons bur­
tben j a few miles above tbe town tbe rapids of the SI. Lawrence commence, 
rendering tbe navigation only fit for vessels of a small draught of water j ves­
eels do not sail up the rapids, but up a canal which is cut from a point below 
to a point abo,e the rapids, again takiug the river until the next rapid, when 
another canal obviates tbe difficulty j while the river is open the mails sail direct 
from bere to England. Tbe POpulRtion is a mixture of French, Irish, Scotch 
and English, with a sprinkling of Yankees from Bull's Run. On a Sunday 
afternoon as the Guards are going to Rnd from church, Great St. J nmes Street 
presents a very gay and brilliant appearance j the pavement is crowded with 
well dre;sed ladies and gentlemen-the ladies dressed in very brilliant colors: 
tbe head-dress generally consists of round fur caps-what they would call 
pork-pies in London j very few wear bonnets of chip or silk, Rnd they who wear 
them are generally the most sedate and elderly looking j they must study the 
art of dressing much, and we,,;r only what suits the complexion, for I have not 
Been what.1 could c~1l a "decI?-edl.v ugly woman." 1 think the average height 
of the natIves of thIS country IS greater than the average in England j they 
have more room to grow here. Tbe men wear fur caps with turn down flaps 
for !be e~rs;. tb~y have a very sturdy, healthy look about them, and rather a 
deCIded mchnatton to be stout. Tbe London cabbies are thought to be a pretty 
sharp class, aud reRdy at repartee, but the sleigh drivers bere decidedly beat 
them in forcing trade and making remarks to passers-by; great numbers of 
t~em are French, and have the advantlt,ge of, when it is safe, abusing in Eng­
Itsb, If not safe they uee French. Lookmg at the streets, and the police reports, 



19 

I should say they are a very moral people; most of tbe crimes are tben and 
drunkenness; the thefts are generally of a petty nature: I bave not heard of 
any great man abusing trust, nor of a secretary absconding with tbe cash-box· 
no violent assalllt3, and notbing in the sbape of murder. Drunkards are rarely 
seen in tbe streets j a drunkard in America is looked down upon by everybody 
no matter what he may be. Books are cheaper here tban in England j a book 
which sells in England for 30 sbillings may be had here for as many cents. 
There are several circulating Libraries, well supplied with books principally 
from the New York publisbers; judging fl"Om books I saw on tbe 8h~lves of one 
I sbould say tbere are too many books in the Newgate style, such as the Claud~ 
Duval series, and Reyuolds' works. There are several daily newspapers, some 
bi-weekly and otbers weekly; some of tbem are puhlished and sold for one 
cent. For the size of tbe town there are a good mllny music shops, or ratber 
stores-all shops being called" stores." There are seTeral regiments of vol un­
teers and militia in this tOWl!; they are busy drilling every evening, and I am 
informed they pick up their drill very quick; on one or two occasions I have 
Been them marching through the streets with their band; considering the rough­
ness of the streets they marched steadily and in good time, and with a proud, 
martial bearing j they did not appear to he the sort of men that would wil­
lingly submit to Yankee domineering, aud should the Yankees ever take it into 
their heads to have a slap at Canada, they will meet with a warm reception. 
Tbe houses are all covered with sheets of tin instead of slates or tiles j wben 
the sun shines on them they dazzle the eye with thpir brightness j the roofs are 
generally steep, so that the snow may slip off easily. There are many charitable 
institutions in this city, and severnl for promoting learning and religion. Now 
that the thaw has commenced, (23rd March) it is very unpleasant walking in 
the· streets ; some dig away the snow ofthe pavement in front of their houses­
the one next door does not j in consequence a pool of water collects where the 
snow has been dug away, only making the former evil the better of the two. 
We have had several parades to practice lield movement on snow· shoes ; we one 
day crossed on the ice to the smaH Island of St. Helens, on which there is a num­
ber of guns but no fortifications j we climbed and slid down the steepest hills on 
the Island; acting as Light Infantry there were a good many batrayed a decided 
inclination for the horizontal position to the great amusement of those who could 
maintain the perpendicular. The inhabitants are \"ery lond of racing on snow­
shoes j the Indians are the fleetest runners, they have most practice. Our men 
like tbis place well enough, the inbabitants and us agree very well j the 
only drawback is cheap drink, and a lack of those amusements wbich only Lon­
don can afford; provisions also are cheaper than in tbe old country; the tobacco 
is cheaper bnt of inferior quality j manufactured goods are dearer than in Eng­
land, clothing especially. There is no occasion for anyone to be in poverty in 
this connty, excepting from long sickness; that there are poor people there is 
no question, but improvidence is generally the cause; trade i. not so brisk dur­
ing the winter as in the summer, and something ought to be saved for the rainy 
day. The climate is very dry, the snow does not weigh more than half of what 
a like quantity of English snow would; the cold is great, but nothing- to what 
we had expected. There is always plenty of work to be had, and I think a per-
80n who is only earning small wages at home should emigrate. If I were dis­
charged to-day I should stay bere, or go to Upper Canada; tbe persona most 
wanted are agricl1lturists and mechanics, such as carpenters, masons, and slaters 
of tin. 

The foregoing account of our voyage and journey was not originally 
Intended for publication-but having shown it to some friends they thought it 
of sufficient merit to advise me to publish it. I have accordingly done so, and 
have no doubts that tbe well known kindness of a generous public will pardon 
any imperfection in tbe constructiolJ of sentences, &c., and will take it for what 
it is-a true and correct account of. our jonrney from London to Montreal. 
Whether our stay in this country may be for a short or a long period-we I when 
we return to" Dear Old England," will gratefully remember, and talk in our 
old age of the fine country, and finer people it was our lot to be thrown 
amongst. 
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